Aug. 26, 2021

To the Members of the University of Scranton Family:

During this coming academic year, the University of Scranton will be joining the works of the
Society of Jesus around the globe in celebrating an Ignatian Year. The Superior General of the
Society of Jesus, Father Arturo Sosa S.J., has called for this Ignatian Year to celebrate the life

of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits and author of the Spiritual Exercises. The
Year opened on May 20th, the 500th anniversary of St. Ignatius’ conversion — that fateful day
when Inigo the soldier, struck by a cannonball, began his transformation into Ignatius the
pilgrim. The Year will conclude on July 31, 2022, the feast day of Saint Ignatius. And the peak of
the celebration will happen on March 12, 2022, the 400th anniversary of the canonization of St.
Ignatius and St. Francis Xavier.

Father Sosa envisions the Ignatian Year as an opportunity for each of us to grow in our
relationship with God and our love for one another by meditating especially on the important
conversion moment in Ignatius’ life. God continues to invite each of us into a deepening
relationship, to ongoing conversion. We believe that by embracing this invitation as a University
community, we embrace our God who calls us to act in new, bold ways that reconcile our
world, bringing about justice, peace and compassion. For this Ignatian Year, we ask for the
grace, in the words of the motto of this Year, “to see all things new in Christ.”

The University’s division of Mission and Ministry is coordinating our efforts for the Ignatian Year
on our campus. They have developed a website devoted entirely to the celebration of this

Year: https://scranton-ignatian500.squarespace.com. As you will see, the website will
announce activities on campus related to our celebration, as well as direct you to a number of
rich resources related to this celebration.

As you view the many reminders of the Ignatian Year around our campus this year, in the form
of banners, pins, prayer cards, posters, computer stickers, etc., please use these reminders as
an opportunity to make this year personal for you: to reflect on the ways that God has called
you to conversion at different points in your own lives. And know that we make the journey this
year in the company of one another. Pope Francis, in reflecting on the Ignatian Year, wrote this:


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xavier.edu%2Fjesuitresource%2Fresources-by-theme%2Fst-ignatius-resources&data=04%7C01%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7C881f250aabfa476a50c708d968af929b%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C637655925579376133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Haj%2FQX6dovoWRkCarsaUdJ6TArpqBw%2FfGtAczesgOoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xavier.edu%2Fjesuitresource%2Fresources-by-theme%2Fst-francis-xavier-resources&data=04%7C01%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7C881f250aabfa476a50c708d968af929b%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C637655925579386128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T5ACCCcjYTuYhbqHZvU7Sl0ohgN6SL3Z9Ub4Uxgq6h4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscranton-ignatian500.squarespace.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckristin.durkin%40scranton.edu%7C881f250aabfa476a50c708d968af929b%7Ca8edc49a41f14c699768a7f6d7c3b8c3%7C0%7C0%7C637655925579386128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=u8vrOmftEPBTuXY32LSoiydpMuKfmjANeectBqde1JE%3D&reserved=0

“I pray that all who are inspired by Ignatian spirituality may take this journey together as one
Ignatian family.”



