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Information for students about

Community-Based Learning

Community-based learning is a way for students to actively connect their academic work with direct
experience in the community. By combining hands-on work in the community with the academic
framework provided by course work across the curriculum, students gain a rich experience of social
issues. Students learn about the workings of community, encounter differences related to race, class
and privilege, gain a deeper understanding about social justice, and are able to do work that is beneficial
to others. They also gain a greater understanding of themselves. Community-based learning emphasizes
academic rigor, reflection, and developing ongoing community partnerships. All academic disciplines
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studies. The course professor, staff of Campus Ministries' Center for Service & Social Justice or students
may lead reflection activities.

Some basic reflection questions to be answered by each student about community based learning
experiences include:

What did | observe?

How do | feel about what | observed?

What have | learned about myself, others, and the community?

Where does this lead me?

How has this affected my faith life?



